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Date List 
July 
Monday 20th  
Hollymount Explorers Open 
 
Tuesday 21st  
Hollymount Explorers closes 
at 12pm.  
 
September 
Thursday 3rd September 
Start of Autumn Term for 
children. 
 
Monday 7th September 
Breakfast Club and Tea  
Timers resume 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As most of the children will have finished school by the end of this week, 
this will be the final newsletter of the year. It has been quite an extra-
ordinary year that has certainly been the most challenging of my career. 
However, it has been made that much easier by the wonderful            
Hollymount community. I feel incredibly lucky that Hollymount has such 
fantastic staff, parents and children. 
I would like to thank the parents for their overwhelming support 
throughout the year but especially during the part closure of school. 
The emails of support and words of encouragement shared at the 
school gates have certainly kept all of us going. Thank you also for the 

extremely thoughtful cards and gifts. The children have shown the way forward to us adults 
with their resilience, adaptability and eagerness to return to school. However, I really want 
to thank the staff at Hollymount. I have been consistently impressed by their positive attitude 
and willingness to go that extra mile. I could not be prouder of what we have managed to 
achieve over the last term and a half and this is down to their tireless dedication to the 
school. Due to the community working together, we have welcomed back 83% of children to 
school since 20th March. Well done the Hollymount Community!  
Next year will continue to challenge us but we will do all we can to provide the 
very best education in an exciting and nurturing environment. I wish you all a very 
relaxing summer holiday and look forward to seeing all children back in             
September.  

   17th July 2020 

 

Goodbye from Miss Pope 
Dear Hollymount Family, 
It is with a mixture of emotions I say goodbye to my second home Hollymount 
School after 34 exciting years. I have been so lucky to work at such a fantastic 
school and with such amazing people. Although the landscape of education has 
changed a lot over the years, the fundamental ethos and unique and wonderful 
nature of Hollymount has remained, regardless of the various governments, 
curriculums and headteachers (I have worked for 5!) that have come and gone over those 
34 years. 
Although I am looking forward to my retirement and the new possibilities this offers, I will 
always look fondly on my time at Hollymount and it will always hold a special place in my 
heart. Good luck for the future Hollymount! I am sure I will be back to visit! Once a Hol-
lymounter, always a Hollymounter! 

Full re-opening of  school in September 

Yesterday I sent out a letter containing information detailing how school will re-open in Septem-
ber to all children. Please take time to read this information. There is a Frequently Asked Ques-
tions section on the final two pages which we hope will answer your questions. I will be sending 
out an ‘Important Reminder’ letter a the end of August.  

Goodbye from Miss Howland 
"Not a goodbye but I'll see you soon!" 

Dear Hollymount parents and children, 
Just a short note to say thank you for a fantastic six years!  
I have been lucky to teach so many of you (some even twice) as well as get to 
know you all through all the sporting events. There have been many highlights 
for me including Christmas Productions, dress up days, Tennis and Hock-
ey qualifying for the London Youth Games, Staff Pantomimes, the School's Winter and Sum-
mer Fairs, Sports and Wellbeing Week, residentials, Hollymount Explorers and so many 
trips!! We all know that Hollymount is a rather special place and it is with a heavy heart that 
I won’t be back in September but I promise to visit as much as possible! Keep being your 
amazing selves and I will see you soon.  



SCHOOL REOPENS TO PUPILS THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 

Reports 
Reception—Year 5 Reports have now been uploaded to the children’s USO accounts. Please see the  
letter sent on 13th July for more information. Please ask your child for their log in details before contact-
ing the school. However, if you are not aware of the log in details please email info@hollymount.org.  

School Streets: Cambridge Road to be closed at drop off  and pick up times 
Merton Council is introducing School Streets in the borough as they improve air quality, make the street 
safer for our children and encourage walking and cycling. It will also help with social distancing.  
Hollymount has been chosen to be part of this exciting project and Cambridge Road will be closed to 
traffic from the start of next term in September.  The closure points will be shared by the council very 
shortly. Residents living on Cambridge Road will be able to continue driving on Cambridge Road.  
The road will be closed to all vehicles with barricades from 8:15 – 9:15am and 3 – 4pm.  This means you 
cannot drive down the road at these times during the school term, but you 
can walk or cycle with care. One lane will be closed and the other lane will 
allow access only to those who live in the road and have registered their ve-
hicle with the Parking Section.  Signs and camera notices will warn of the 
road closure and CCTV surveillance vans will patrol to issue penalty fines to 
those who disobey the closure and travel in the road at those times. We 
hope you will support this programme for our children’s health, safety and 
surrounding environment.  We will update you with further information once 
it has been received from the council.  

September Curriculum 
From September we will focus on additional two 
curriculums: 
Recovery Curriculum 
We appreciate that children will have had very 
different experiences during lockdown. Some 
may have been impacted by loss or seen family 
members struggle financially. We will ensure 
that we provide pastoral support for all children 
and that additional support will be put in place  
for those children that need it. 
Catch-Up Curriculum 
As well as having varied home life experiences, 
we also know that some children have accessed 
the remote learning more than other children. 
We will of course cater to the needs of all chil-
dren and fill gaps where needed. We will assess 
what gaps there are and plan accordingly. The 
Government is providing additional funding for 
tutoring and catch up intervention. We will de-
velop an action plan on how to use this funding 
effectively once we have been informed of how 
much we are to receive. All children will receive 
a broad and balanced curriculum from Septem-
ber and be taught all subjects.  

New Specialist Subject Teachers 
I am delighted to announce that we have two 
new subject specialist teachers starting in Sep-
tember. Unfortunately our French teacher, Ms 
Smythe, is leaving Hollymount due to personal 
reasons but we are delighted to welcome Ms 
Deadman to the team. Ms Deadman currently 
teaches at Pelham. I am also delighted to an-
nounce that from September, Hollymount will 
have a specialist music teacher. Ms Reuss will 
be joining us and teaching the KS2 children. At 
Hollymount we are passionate in 
providing children with a broad and 
varied curriculum and Ms Reuss 
will help us deliver this.  

Library Books 
Do you still have a school library book at home? 
Please return by 12pm on Tuesday 
21st July. There is a box for book 
returns outside the entrance to the 
main school  building.  
Many thanks! 

Don’t Miss Anything on the Virtual 
School 
The Virtual School is still available and there 
are some wonderful sections that you must not 
miss! 
Star Readers Tea Party 
Grab a cuppa and bake a muffin and then enjoy 
the reading quiz. 
End of Term Assembly 
Enjoy the last virtual assembly of this year. A 
staff member gets an unexpected surprise!  
Meet Your New Teacher  
If your child wasn't able to 
meet their new teacher, 
there are short introductory 
videos from the teachers 
for them to watch.  

New PE Leader 
Miss Howland has done a wonderful job in pro-
moting sport in school but as she is leaving we 
have recruited a new PE Leader. Coach Fraser 
is going to take over the role and will spend an 
additional 1/2 day a week at school. He will plan 
for internal and external competitions, support 
teachers with their teaching of PE and provide 
additional training to prepare children for com-
petitions. Let’s hope for even more medals next 
year.  


